
Nationwide surveys of registered voters; Each wave represents approximately 1,000 interviews taken over the prior three-five days. 
Latest wave conducted January 27-February 1, 2021. For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

Navigating The First 
100 Days

Update:
Friday, February 5



Nationwide surveys of registered voters; Each wave represents approximately 1,000 interviews taken over the prior three-five days. 
Latest wave conducted January 27-February 1, 2021. For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

Key Takeaways:

• Most Americans are hearing some or mostly positive things 
about Biden, particularly his focus on the pandemic, vaccines, 
improving the economy, climate change, and health care. 

• The public views Biden as focused on combatting coronavirus 
as his top priority, with economic relief close behind. 

• Biden’s first executive orders enjoy high levels of support, and 
the public views his first days as “hopeful,” “competent,” and 
“prepared.” 
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More than nine in ten Democrats and nearly four in five independents report hearing positives on Biden, as do 44% 
of Republicans. 

In a few words, what positive things have you seen, read, or heard recently about Joe Biden?

Most Hearing Positives on Biden: Executive Orders, Pandemic, 
Vaccines, and Stimulus Talks All Breaking Through

Nationwide survey of 2,833 2020 voters released November 3rd; Results adjusted to reflect final FiveThirtyEight Forecast (53.4% for Biden, 
45.4% for Trump); interviews conducted October 30-November 3, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

Nationwide survey of 1,005 registered voters conducted January 27-February 1, 2021. 
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 

Hearing Mostly/Some Positive: 70%

“Taking responsibility to control COVID outbreak and 
provide vaccines to all citizens.”

“Rescinded ridiculous executive orders imposed by 
Trump, trying to speed up vaccine distribution, trying to 
pass stimulus for $1400.”

“I have read that he has signed executive orders.”

“That has kept his promises to keep us updated on the 
COVID crisis. He is giving us information. He allows the 
scientists to do their jobs.”

“More in the virus stimulus payments, Obamacare
reinstated, allowing restaurants to open back up 
outside, LGBTQIA community in the military and 
protections.”
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Democrats and independents report hearing about Biden's pandemic efforts, vaccines, and rejoining the Paris 
Climate Agreement, while Republicans are hearing more about the Keystone XL Pipeline.
What are some of the big things you’ve heard Joe Biden has done so far in his first days as president?

While Executive Orders Dominate Biden Conversation, Partisan 
Differences Exist

Nationwide survey of 2,833 2020 voters released November 3rd; Results adjusted to reflect final FiveThirtyEight Forecast (53.4% for Biden, 
45.4% for Trump); interviews conducted October 30-November 3, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

*”Republicans who watch Fox News” are Republicans who report watching Fox News at least a few times a month.
Nationwide survey of 1,005 registered voters conducted January 27-February 1, 2021. 
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 

Liberal Democrats

Non-Liberal Democrats

Independents

Fox News Republicans*

Non-Fox News Republicans
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First Second Third

When asked to describe each of the three items they feel Biden is most focused on in the coming years as president, 
Americans far and away cite his focus on the pandemic, with his focus on the economy second, and then a range of 
issues including healthcare, climate change, and immigration as tertiary priorities.
What do you think Joe Biden’s top goals are for the country in the coming months and years? What do you 
think he will try to achieve? Feel free to list up to three items.

Americans See Coronavirus As Biden’s Top Priority, Followed 
Closely By the Economy, Then Range of Issues

Nationwide survey of 2,833 2020 voters released November 3rd; Results adjusted to reflect final FiveThirtyEight Forecast (53.4% for Biden, 
45.4% for Trump); interviews conducted October 30-November 3, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

Nationwide survey of 1,005 registered voters conducted January 27-February 1, 2021. 
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 

“Control COVID outbreaks.”

“Beating COVID.”

“COVID-19 vaccines.”

“Stimulate the economy.”

“Economic relief for families.”

“Get the economy going again.”

“Handling climate change.”

“Helping DACA people.”

“Get the health care system in much better 
position.”
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Bipartisan support is highest for vaccines, a federal property mask mandate, and freezing student loan payments.

Majorities Support Wide Range of Biden’s Executive Actions

Ramping up national vaccine availability and distribution to meet a goal of 100 million 
shots administered within his first 100 days in office

Requiring individuals to wear a mask on federal properties

Continuing to freeze student loan payments until September 30

Increasing the minimum wage for federal contractors to $15 an hour

Lifting the ban on transgender people serving in the military

Rejoining the Paris Climate Agreement along with other major countries in setting more 
ambitious climate goals

Reinstating the program that protects the legal status of DREAMers, those undocumented 
immigrants who were brought to this country as children, known as DACA

Stopping construction of the border wall between the United States and Mexico

Please indicate whether you support or oppose each in a list of executive orders President Biden has signed 
into law since taking office.

Nationwide survey of 2,833 2020 voters released November 3rd; Results adjusted to reflect final FiveThirtyEight Forecast (53.4% for Biden, 
45.4% for Trump); interviews conducted October 30-November 3, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

Nationwide survey of 1,005 registered voters conducted January 27-February 1, 2021. 
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 

Support OpposeNot sure

Net Support

Total Dem Ind Rep

+66 +88 +48 +45

+61 +90 +54 +29

+53 +81 +53 +21

+24 +78 +22 -33

+25 +75 +23 -29

+25 +82 +19 -35

+23 +77 +21 -37

+4 +68 +8 -66
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Most Americans approve of the job Biden is doing and say he is most focused on the public health impacts of the 
pandemic; among those who disapprove, he is seen as focused on rolling back Trump-era policies. 
Based on what you have seen, read, or heard, which of these areas do you think President Biden has focused 
on the most in the early days of his presidency?

On His First Days, Biden Approvers Point to Pandemic 
Response; Disapprovers to Rolling Back Trump Policies

Nationwide survey of 1,022 registered voters; April 17-22, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org
Nationwide survey of 1,608 registered voters; June 4-8, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

Nationwide survey of 1,009 registered voters; June 11-15, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org
Nationwide survey of 1,013 registered voters; June 18-22, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org
Nationwide survey of 1,005 registered voters conducted January 27-February 1, 2021. 
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 
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Addressing the public health impacts of the coronavirus 
pandemic, including distributing vaccines

Rolling back policies from the Trump administration on a wide 
range of issues

Bringing back a sense of order to the White House and 
the government

Boosting the economy through a large relief package

Uniting the country after the bitter division of recent 
months

None of these
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Approve of Biden’s handling of his 
job as president (53%)

Disapprove of Biden’s handling of his 
job as president (39%)
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Dem Ind Rep Black Hisp White

55 35 16 53 47 31

46 18 9 34 25 27

44 25 9 38 31 24

32 11 7 31 21 16

19 14 9 25 12 13

22 8 6 19 21 11

12 14 5 15 14 7

4 31 63 4 23 39

Nearly two in five Americans describe Biden’s first days in office as “hopeful,” while almost three in ten use 
“competent” and “prepared.” 
Thinking about what Biden has done in his first few days in office, which of the following positive words, if 
any, best describe the way he has approached his job as President so far?

Biden Seen as “Hopeful,” “Competent,” and “Prepared” in 
First Days in Office

Nationwide survey of 1,022 registered voters; April 17-22, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org
Nationwide survey of 1,608 registered voters; June 4-8, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

Nationwide survey of 1,009 registered voters; June 11-15, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org
Nationwide survey of 1,013 registered voters; June 18-22, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org
Nationwide survey of 1,005 registered voters conducted January 27-February 1, 2021. 
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 
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About the Study
Global Strategy Group conducted public opinion surveys among a sample of 1,005 registered voters from 
January 27-February 1, 2021. 100 additional interviews were conducted among Hispanic voters. 100 additional 
interviews were conducted among African American voters. 100 additional interviews were conducted among 
independent voters. The survey was conducted online, recruiting respondents from an opt-in online panel 
vendor. Respondents were verified against a voter file and special care was taken to ensure the demographic 
composition of our sample matched that of the national registered voter population across a variety of 
demographic variables. 

About Navigator
In a world where the news cycle is the length of a tweet, our leaders often lack the real-time public-sentiment 
analysis to shape the best approaches to talking about the issues that matter the most. Navigator is designed to 
act as a consistent, flexible, responsive tool to inform policy debates by conducting research and reliable 
guidance to inform allies, elected leaders, and the press. Navigator is a project led by pollsters from Global 
Strategy Group and GBAO along with an advisory committee, including: Andrea Purse, progressive strategist; 
Arkadi Gerney, The Hub Project; Joel Payne, The Hub Project; Christina Reynolds, EMILY’s List; Delvone Michael, 
Working Families; Felicia Wong, Roosevelt Institute; Mike Podhorzer, AFL-CIO; Jesse Ferguson, progressive 
strategist; Navin Nayak, Center for American Progress Action Fund; Stephanie Valencia, EquisLabs; and Melanie 
Newman, Planned Parenthood Action Fund.

For Press inquiries contact:

press@navigatorresearch.org

To learn more about Navigator: 

http://navigatorresearch.org

@NavigatorSurvey on Twitter

mailto:press@navigatorresearch.org
http://navigatorresearch.org/

