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Key Takeaways:

• Among those hearing positive news around Biden, the major 
topics include vaccines, infrastructure, the child tax credit, and 
the pandemic broadly.

• As the share who say “the worst is yet to come” about the 
pandemic rises, new variants and the number of unvaccinated 
Americans are driving increasing pessimism.

• Majorities report being concerned about the Delta variant 
spreading both nationwide and in their local communities.



Nationwide surveys of registered voters; Each wave represents approximately 1,000 interviews taken over the prior three-five days. 
Latest wave conducted July 15-July 19, 2021. For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

Biden’s Ratings on His Handling of His Job as President, the 
Pandemic, and the Economy All Remain Positive 
Biden’s approval ratings are at +25 on the pandemic, +8 overall, and +5 on the economy.

Do you approve or disapprove of the way Joe Biden is handling:
• His job as president
• The economy
• The coronavirus pandemic
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Nine in ten Democrats (89%), 59% of independents, and 38% of Republicans are hearing “mostly positive” or a “mix 
of positive and negative” on Biden. 

In a few words, what positive things have you seen, read, or heard recently about Joe Biden?

Vaccines, Infrastructure, the Child Tax Credit, and the 
Pandemic Dominate the Positive Conversation Around Biden

Hearing Mostly/Some Positive: 64%

“The handling of the coronavirus and vaccine distribution.”

“Coronavirus pandemic – vaccinating the population.”

“Infrastructure, child tax credit.”

“Coronavirus, 70% vaccinated. Child tax credit.”

June 28th

“Handling of pandemic, financial infrastructure package.”
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When it comes to the coronavirus pandemic in the United States, do you personally think that…

The worst is over 

Increasing pessimism about the state of the pandemic is cross-partisan: there has been a 19-point increase in the 
share of Democrats who say the “worst is yet to come” (from 13% to 32%), a 13-point increase among independents 
(16% to 29%), and an 11-point increase among Republicans (from 11% to 22%) since mid-June.

The worst is yet to come 

As Concerns About the Delta Variant Grow, Fewer Now Saying 
Worst of Pandemic is Over

Don’t know
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Among respondents who say “the worst is yet to come,” they cite the number of Americans who are still not 
vaccinated, variants generally, and specifically the Delta variant as reasons why they feel this way.
• Compared to when last asked in March of 2021, new variants and unvaccinated Americans remain top concerns.
*What makes you feel the worst of the coronavirus pandemic is yet to come?

New Variants (Delta Specifically) and the Share of Americans 
Still Unvaccinated Drive View That “Worst Is Yet to Come”

Nationwide survey of 2,833 2020 voters released November 3rd; Results adjusted to reflect final FiveThirtyEight Forecast (53.4% for Biden, 
45.4% for Trump); interviews conducted October 30-November 3, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

Nationwide survey of 1,007 registered voters conducted February 25-March 1, 2021. 
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 

“Because people still haven't gotten vaccinated.”

“The Delta variant is increasing around the United States. Even with all the 
announcements, some Americans refuse to get the vaccinations.”

“The Delta virus is spreading quickly.”

“There are new strains of the virus and a lot of people won't get vaccinated.”

“The new variant is on the rise.”

March 1st

*Asked of respondents who said the “worst is yet to come” on the pandemic on a separate question.
Nationwide surveys of registered voters; Each wave represents approximately 1,000 interviews taken over the prior three-five days. 
Latest wave conducted July 15-July 19, 2021. For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org
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Less than two in five Republicans who watch Fox News* are concerned about either the national or local spread of 
the Delta variant, compared to roughly half of non-Fox News Republicans who are concerned about each.
How concerned are you about the spread of the Delta 
variant of coronavirus in the United States?

Two in Three Concerned About National and Local Spread of 
the Delta Variant

66

87
59
38
50

77
48

63

5

3

10

5

6

3

8

3

29

10
31
57
44

20
44

34

Overall

Democrats

Independents

*Fox News Rep.

Non-Fox News Rep.

**Vaccinated

Unvaccinated

***Hot spot residents

Concerned Not concerned

How concerned are you about the spread of the 
Delta variant of coronavirus in your community and 
state?

Don’t know
38% very concerned

56% very concerned

29% very concerned

13% very concerned

25% very concerned

54% very concerned

48% very concerned

22% very concerned

59% very concerned

37% very concerned

Concerned Not concernedDon’t know

Nationwide survey of 1,000 registered voters conducted January 8-11, 2021.
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 
“Republicans who watch Fox News” are Republicans who report watching Fox News at least a few times a month. **”Vaccinated” are 
respondents who report being personally vaccinated. ***”Hot spot residents” are respondents who live in states reporting hot spots of 
new cases of coronavirus according to The New York Times (including FL, NV, MO AK, AR, LA, UT, MS, OK, and AL).
Nationwide survey of 1,000 registered voters conducted July 15-July 19, 2021.
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 

64

84
57
34
49

73
48

65

5

4

9

6

6

4

8

3

31

12
34
60
45

23
44

32

33% very concerned

48% very concerned

23% very concerned

14% very conc.

23% very concerned

54% very concerned

41% very concerned

20% very concerned

59% very concerned

35% very concerned

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/covid-cases.html


Nationwide surveys of registered voters; Each wave represents approximately 1,000 interviews taken over the prior three-five days. 
Latest wave conducted July 15-July 19, 2021. For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

Among those who live in “hot spot” states, or states with recent surges in coronavirus cases, 82% say the Delta variant 
will lead to some parts of the country re-introducing measures like mask mandates.
Do you think the Delta variant of the coronavirus will lead to some parts of the country re-introducing measures like mask 
mandates and social distancing?
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It will lead to some parts of the country re-introducing 
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measures like mask mandates and social distancingDon’t know
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Four in Five Say Delta Variant Will Lead to Re-Introduction of 
Mask Mandates and Social Distancing

Nationwide survey of 1,000 registered voters conducted January 8-11, 2021.
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 
“Republicans who watch Fox News” are Republicans who report watching Fox News at least a few times a month. **”Vaccinated” are 
respondents who report being personally vaccinated. ***”Hot spot residents” are respondents who live in states reporting hot spots of 
new cases of coronavirus according to The New York Times (including FL, NV, MO AK, AR, LA, UT, MS, OK, and AL).
Nationwide survey of 1,000 registered voters conducted July 15-July 19, 2021.
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/covid-cases.html
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Across party lines, at least three in five approve of the vaccine rollout: 86% of Democrats, 60% of independents, and 
61% of Republicans each approve.

Vaccine Rollout Approval Remains at Roughly Three in Four As 
Vaccination Rates Plateau

Do you know anyone who has received the 
coronavirus vaccine?
% Know someone who has gotten vaccinated
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Do you approve or disapprove of how the vaccine 
rollout in the United States has gone so far? 

% Have personally 
gotten vaccinated

% Approve of vaccine rollout



Nationwide surveys of registered voters; Each wave represents approximately 1,000 interviews taken over the prior three-five days. 
Latest wave conducted July 15-July 19, 2021. For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

Among the 22% of Americans who say they are unlikely to get the coronavirus vaccine, their top concerns are that 
the vaccine development was rushed or that there will be side effects.
[Among those unlikely to get vaccinated] Why are you unlikely to get vaccinated once a coronavirus vaccine is 
made available to you?

Among Those Unlikely to Get Vaccinated, Their Top Concerns 
Are Rushed Approval and Side Effects

Nationwide survey of 2,833 2020 voters released November 3rd; Results adjusted to reflect final FiveThirtyEight Forecast (53.4% for Biden, 
45.4% for Trump); interviews conducted October 30-November 3, 2020.
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org

Nationwide survey of 1,000 registered voters conducted January 8-11, 2021.
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 
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Nationwide survey of 1,000 registered voters conducted July 15-July 19, 2021.
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 
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Vaccinated Republicans are more likely to not watch Fox News, live in suburban areas, and make a higher income than 
Republicans who are not vaccinated. 
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Vaccinated and Unvaccinated Republicans Divided by Media 
Consumption, Geography, and Income

Nationwide survey of 1,000 registered voters conducted January 8-11, 2021.
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 
*“Republicans who watch Fox News” are Republicans who report watching Fox News at least a few times a month. 
Nationwide survey of 1,000 registered voters conducted July 15-July 19, 2021.
For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org. 

Do you know anyone who has received the coronavirus vaccine?
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About the Study
Global Strategy Group conducted public opinion surveys among a sample of 1,000 registered voters from July 
15-July 19, 2021. 100 additional interviews were conducted among Hispanic voters. 71 additional interviews 
were conducted among Asian American and Pacific Islander voters. 101 additional interviews were conducted 
among African American voters. 100 additional interviews were conducted among independent voters. The 
survey was conducted online, recruiting respondents from an opt-in online panel vendor. Respondents were 
verified against a voter file and special care was taken to ensure the demographic composition of our sample 
matched that of the national registered voter population across a variety of demographic variables.

About Navigator
In a world where the news cycle is the length of a tweet, our leaders often lack the real-time public-sentiment 
analysis to shape the best approaches to talking about the issues that matter the most. Navigator is designed to 
act as a consistent, flexible, responsive tool to inform policy debates by conducting research and reliable 
guidance to inform allies, elected leaders, and the press. Navigator is a project led by pollsters from Global 
Strategy Group and GBAO along with an advisory committee, including: Andrea Purse, progressive strategist; 
Arkadi Gerney, The Hub Project; Joel Payne, The Hub Project; Christina Reynolds, EMILY’s List; Delvone Michael, 
Working Families; Felicia Wong, Roosevelt Institute; Mike Podhorzer, AFL-CIO; Jesse Ferguson, progressive 
strategist; Navin Nayak, Center for American Progress Action Fund; Stephanie Valencia, EquisLabs; and Melanie 
Newman, Planned Parenthood Action Fund.

For Press inquiries contact:

press@navigatorresearch.org

To learn more about Navigator: 

http://navigatorresearch.org

@NavigatorSurvey on Twitter

mailto:press@navigatorresearch.org
http://navigatorresearch.org/

