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What We Did: 2022 Midterm Voters Survey

The slides in this presentation are based on interviews with 5,013 
registered voters who had already voted or planned to vote in the 
November election, with interviews conducted November 1st through 
November 14th. 

Support for Democratic candidates and Republican candidates in 
elections for Governor, Senate, and the House of Representatives have 
been adjusted to reflect the actual expected results as of November 14th. 
The analysis aims to provide a new tool for Americans to understand 
what happened in the 2022 election, why it happened...and what’s next.
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What We Did: Issue Dimension Analysis
In 2020, Navigator looked at how the major issue debates of the presidential election shaped voting 
behavior. The analysis, modeled after Lee Drutman’s 2016 Voter Study Group analysis, showed the 
ways in which many ticket splitters and vote switchers tended to be cross pressured, falling on 
opposite sides of the ideological spectrum for “Economic” issues vs. “Social and Cultural” issues.

In 2022, Navigator Research decided to step back and assess a broader set of issues to illustrate the 
cross-pressures that defined the decisive swing voters in competitive House, Senate, and 
Gubernatorial races – beyond the usual “social issues” and including several dimensions of the 
public safety debate as well as political extremism and “MAGA.” The slides that follow dig deeper 
into some of these debates to paint a picture of the 2022 electorate – particularly those crucial swing 
voters who helped to deliver some historic surprise Democratic victories.

Previous 2022 midterm Navigator analyses have demonstrated the importance of abortion, inflation, 
and political extremism to voters in this election. This analysis takes a different approach, exploring 
the behavior of swing voters whose opinions on issues like these – and others – might have sent 
them different directions (to the right or the left) if the debates had been more salient for those 
voters in the campaigns for House, Senate, or Governor.

https://navigatorresearch.org/public-opinion-on-the-vote-2020-election-poll-issue-analysis/
https://www.voterstudygroup.org/publication/political-divisions-in-2016-and-beyond
https://navigatorresearch.org/in-midterms-supreme-court-overturning-roe-was-reason-to-support-democrats/
https://navigatorresearch.org/midterm-voter-survey-democrats-performed-strongly-among-those-who-believe-neither-party-has-a-good-idea-for-handling-inflation/
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Key Takeaways:
• Nearly half of all voters in the 2022 midterm electorate sided more with progressive arguments in 

both economic and non-economic debates, while just a third were conservative on both sets of 
debates.

• Among “winning swing” voters who clinched victories for Democrats in tough races, they held 
more progressive views on a range of issue areas, including the economy as well as non-economic 
debates. They were slightly more conservative on issues related to public safety, but so were 
House Democratic voters.

• Those who were more progressive on both economic and non-economic issues (49%) went for 
Democrats by at least 70 points in House, Senate, and Gubernatorial races; those more 
conservative on both (33%) were more consolidated behind Republicans by at least 85 points in all 
races. Voters who were more conflicted between economic debates and non-economic issues also 
backed Republicans by sizable margins.

• Majorities of voters – including critical “winning swing voters” – held progressive views on 
abortion, but many pro-choice voters who helped to clinch victories for Democrats in tough races 
were not progressive on other issues.
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House Dem Voters Winning Swing House Rep Voters

“Winning swing” voters who helped Democrats win tough races – along with voters who backed House Democrats nationwide – were 
most progressive on the economy and MAGA & extremism, and less progressive on public safety issues.
• Of the issue debates tested, House Republican voters were most progressive on economic debates though still conservative. They 

were furthest away from House Democratic voters and “winning swing” in their conservatism on MAGA & extremism.

The Swing Voters Democrats Won Over Mostly Agreed With 
Them; MAGA & Extremism Debates Were Most Polarizing

*“Winning swing” are 2022 voters who voted for winning Democratic candidates in key Senate, Governor, and House races but hold some historic non-Democratic 
behavior, including self-reported non-Biden voters in 2020 who often vote for Republicans. 
Nationwide survey of 5,013 self-reported 2022 voters conducted November 1-November 14, 2022. Vote shares in House, Senate, and Governors' races are adjusted to 
reflect the estimates of the national popular vote as of November 14, 2022. For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org.

Economic debates
(SS/Medicare, Taxes, Minimum wage, Inflation, Gas prices, Health care, Climate)

Non-economic debates
(Everything except: SS/Medicare, Taxes, Minimum wage, Inflation, Gas prices, Health care, Climate)

MAGA & extremism debates
(January 6th, 2020 election, Extremism, MAGA)

Culture war debates
(Abortion, Guns, Cultural change, Cancel culture, Teaching in schools, LGBTQ, BLM, Immigration)

Public safety debates
(Immigration, Guns, Policing, Criminal justice reform)

⇤PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE ⇥
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On Many Issues, Democratic House Voters and "Winning Swing" 
Voters Agreed More With Progressive Viewpoints

*“Winning swing” are 2022 voters who voted for winning Democratic candidates in key Senate, Governor, and House races but hold some historic non-Democratic 
behavior, including self-reported non-Biden voters in 2020 who often vote for Republicans. 
Nationwide survey of 5,013 self-reported 2022 voters conducted November 1-November 14, 2022. Vote shares in House, Senate, and Governors' races are adjusted to 
reflect the estimates of the national popular vote as of November 14, 2022. For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org.

Social Security and Medicare represent a promise to our seniors of a secure 
retirement, and we must protect these programs.

Schools should teach the honest and complete truth about events in 
American history like slavery and the Civil Rights Movement.

We need to protect abortion rights and prevent women and girls from 
being subject to forced pregnancies, even in cases of rape and incest.

We need programs like the Affordable Care Act and Medicare to protect 
patients and keep drug and insurance companies from driving up costs.

Joe Biden won the 2020 presidential election legitimately.

Too many politicians are using restrictive voting laws or gerrymandering to 
benefit themselves.

The wealthiest Americans and big corporations should pay more in taxes so 
we can invest in the middle class and working people.

We all want health and happiness for our kids, and politicians shouldn’t 
make decisions for or spread propaganda about the LGBTQ community.

We can protect the Second Amendment while also passing common sense 
laws that keep guns out of dangerous hands and reduce mass shootings.

The rioters who stormed the Capitol on January 6th, 2021, and the 
politicians who supported them are deeply dangerous.

We need to invest more in programs like mental health counseling and 
social services to reduce strain on the police.

Social Security and Medicare are unsustainable in their current form, and 
we need to cut or privatize the programs to secure their future.

Critical race theory is racist, divisive, and teaches our kids to be ashamed 
of their country.

We need to protect the lives of the unborn and stop practices like abortion 
up until the moment of birth.

Costly experiments with socialist price controls and government health 
care mandates will hurt patients and waste taxpayer money.

The 2020 election was rigged and stolen from Donald Trump.

Too many people are voting illegally, making our elections less secure.

Raising taxes will slow the economy, hurt small businesses, and cost 
millions of jobs as companies are discouraged from investing.

We need to stand up to those promoting transgender surgeries for our 
children and letting transgender athletes compete in girl’s sports.

Infringing on Second Amendment rights does not make people safer and 
punishes law-abiding gun owners.

Criticism of the protests on January 6th, 2021, is overblown and it is time to 
move on.

We need to invest more in the police to handle rising violent crime.

CONSERVATIVE ⇥

% Agreed More With Progressive View 
SS/Medicare

Teaching in schools

Abortion

Health care

2020 election

Voting rights

Taxes

LGBTQ

Guns

January 6th

Policing

Top 11 progressive statements ranked among “winning swing”
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Though They Backed Democrats in Key Races, These Swing 
Voters Were Conflicted on Crime, Immigration, Cultural Change

*“Winning swing” are 2022 voters who voted for winning Democratic candidates in key Senate, Governor, and House races but hold some historic non-Democratic 
behavior, including self-reported non-Biden voters in 2020 who often vote for Republicans. 
Nationwide survey of 5,013 self-reported 2022 voters conducted November 1-November 14, 2022. Vote shares in House, Senate, and Governors' races are adjusted to 
reflect the estimates of the national popular vote as of November 14, 2022. For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org.

The minimum wage should be higher so that workers can keep up with the 
rising cost of living.

To fight inflation, our focus should be cracking down on the corporate 
greed and price gouging.

The bigger threat is racist, far-right groups like the Proud Boys and QAnon
supporters who fuel conspiracy theories and political violence.

The Black Lives Matter movement drew attention to police misconduct and 
important problems affecting Black Americans.

MAGA extremists are focused on overturning elections, radical policies like 
book bans and abortion bans, and looking out for the top one percent.

To bring down gas prices, we need to prevent oil companies from price 
gouging while they make record profits.

We need to tackle climate change before it's too late.

People should be held accountable when they say things that hurt others.

Diversity, immigration, and evolving cultural norms have made America a 
stronger and more tolerant place.

Immigrants are too often blamed and scapegoated for public safety 
problems facing America.

More needs to be done to fix the crisis of mass incarceration and stop 
people from being jailed unfairly.

We should not burden small businesses with new mandates when they are already 
struggling to afford the workers they need.

To fight inflation, our focus should be stopping wasteful government spending 
and handouts.

The bigger threat is radical far left groups like Antifa and Black Lives Matter who 
fuel lawlessness and disorder on our streets.
The Black Lives Matter movement used lies about the police to encourage rioting 
and a dangerous “defund the police” ideology.
The MAGA movement is focused on looking out for the forgotten Americans 
economically and on issues like what our children are taught in schools and how 
our elections are run. 
To bring down gas prices, we need to support more energy production and 
approve pipelines like Keystone XL.

We need to protect our economy, not make major changes based on a scientific 
theory.

The woke left and cancel culture are toxic and destroying the freedom of speech.

America is losing too many important traditions, including respect for the family, 
God, and patriotism.

Illegal immigration has been a significant contributor to rising crime and drug 
trafficking in America.

More needs to be done to prevent dangerous criminals from being released back 
into communities.

Minimum wage

Inflation

Extremism

BLM

MAGA

Gas prices

Climate

Cancel culture

Cultural change

Immigration

Criminal justice reform

Secondary progressive statements ranked among “winning swing”
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Looking at cross-pressured voters, we see a similar trend to past elections – there is a greater number of voters who are progressive 
on economics, conservative on other issues (12% of electorate) than there are the reverse (6% of electorate).

Nearly Half of 2022 Voters Fell on the Progressive Ends of Both 
Non-Economic and Economic Sets of Issue Debates

Nationwide survey of 5,013 self-reported 2022 voters conducted November 1-November 14, 2022. Vote shares in House, Senate, and Governors' races are adjusted to 
reflect the estimates of the national popular vote as of November 14, 2022. For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org.

More conservative on non-economic issues, more 
progressive on economic issues 

(12% of electorate)

More progressive on both 
(49% of electorate)

More conservative on both 
(33% of electorate)

More progressive on non-economic issues, more 
conservative on economic issues

(6% of electorate)
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Republicans continue to do better with voters who fall into the upper-left quadrant (conservative on non-economic issues, progressive on 
economic issues) than with voters in the bottom-right quadrant (progressive on non-economic issues, conservative on economic issues).
• Those who are conservative on both economic and non-economic debates are more consolidated behind Republican voters than 

voters who are more progressive on both sets of debates. 

Half of Voters in States With Governor and Senate Races 
Leaned Progressive on Issues and Strongly Favored Democrats

Nationwide survey of 5,013 self-reported 2022 voters conducted November 1-November 14, 2022. Vote shares in House, Senate, and Governors' races are adjusted to 
reflect the estimates of the national popular vote as of November 14, 2022. For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org.
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Voting behavior by quadrant

House: D+72

Senate: D+78

Gov: D+71

House: R+56

Senate: R+42

Gov: R+45

House: R+90

Senate: R+87

Gov: R+88
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Senate: R+13

Gov: R+24
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Filtered to voters with a Governor and Senate election in 2022: 
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Winning swing 
voters

While these “winning swing” voters have some historically non-Democratic voting behavior, only 11% are more conservative on both
economic debates and non-economic debates. 

Three in Five “Winning Swing” Voters Were More Progressive 
on Both Economic and Non-Economic Issues

19% of winning 
swing

11% of winning 
swing

59% of winning 
swing

11% of winning 
swing

*“Winning swing” are 2022 voters who voted for winning Democratic candidates in key Senate, Governor, and House races but hold some historic non-Democratic 
behavior, including self-reported non-Biden voters in 2020 who often vote for Republicans. 
Nationwide survey of 5,013 self-reported 2022 voters conducted November 1-November 14, 2022. Vote shares in House, Senate, and Governors' races are adjusted to 
reflect the estimates of the national popular vote as of November 14, 2022. For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org.

12% of total 
electorate

33% of total 
electorate

49% of total 
electorate

6% of total 
electorate
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The 12% of voters overall in states with Senate and Governor’s races in 2022 who were progressive on MAGA & extremism but 
conservative on public safety issues voted for Senate Democrats by a margin of 12 points, though supported House Republicans and
Republican Governors by 3 and 4 points each, respectively. 

Democrats Were Most Competitive Among Those Conservative 
on Public Safety, Progressive on MAGA/Extremism

Nationwide survey of 5,013 self-reported 2022 voters conducted November 1-November 14, 2022. Vote shares in House, Senate, and Governors' races are adjusted to 
reflect the estimates of the national popular vote as of November 14, 2022. For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org.
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Statement pair stances: Among Winning Swing

Many Who Backed Democrats in Key Races Were Pro-Choice, 
But Conservative on Other Issues Like Criminal Justice Reform
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Criminal justice reform

Immigration

Cancel culture

Inflation

Police spending

LGBTQ

Social Security and Medicare

Progressive on both abortion 
and another policy issue

On issues like Social Security and Medicare, many “winning swing” voters naturally fell into the progressive camps of both that issue and 
abortion (74%). However, many “winning swing” were conservative on other issues while more progressive on abortion: a plurality of 
“winning swing” were progressive on abortion and conservative on criminal justice reform (48%), 44% were progressive on abortion but 
conservative on immigration, and 40% were progressive on abortion but conservative on cancel culture.

Conservative on 
abortion

Progressive on abortion and conservative 
on another policy issue

*“Winning swing” are 2022 voters who voted for winning Democratic candidates in key Senate, Governor, and House races but hold some historic non-Democratic 
behavior, including self-reported non-Biden voters in 2020 who often vote for Republicans. 
Nationwide survey of 5,013 self-reported 2022 voters conducted November 1-November 14, 2022. Vote shares in House, Senate, and Governors' races are adjusted to 
reflect the estimates of the national popular vote as of November 14, 2022. For more info, visit navigatorresarch.org.
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About Navigator
In a world where the news cycle is the length of a tweet, our leaders often lack the real-time public-sentiment 
analysis to shape the best approaches to talking about the issues that matter the most. Navigator is designed to 
act as a consistent, flexible, responsive tool to inform policy debates by conducting research and reliable 
guidance to inform allies, elected leaders, and the press. Navigator is a project led by pollsters from Global 
Strategy Group and GBAO along with an advisory committee, including: Arkadi Gerney, The Hub Project; Joel 
Payne, The Hub Project; Christina Reynolds, EMILY’s List; Mike Podhorzer, AFL-CIO; Jesse Ferguson, progressive 
strategist; Navin Nayak, Center for American Progress Action Fund; Stephanie Valencia, EquisLabs; and Melanie 
Newman, Planned Parenthood Action Fund.

For Press inquiries contact:

press@navigatorresearch.org

To learn more about Navigator: 

http://navigatorresearch.org

@NavigatorSurvey on Twitter

About the Study
Global Strategy Group conducted an online survey of 5,013 registered voters from November 1-November 14, 
2022, with respondents recruited from opt-in online panel vendors. Respondents were verified against a voter 
file and special care was taken to ensure the demographic composition of the sample reflected that of the 
expected 2022 electorate in the House, Senate, and Governor’s races. The vote shares for Democrats and 
Republicans among self-reported 2022 voters were also adjusted to reflect a preliminary estimate of the actual 
results of the 2022 elections.

mailto:press@navigatorresearch.org
http://navigatorresearch.org/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13

