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Methodology

Impact Research conducted a survey of N=1,500 likely 2026 general election voters
in 62 battleground congressional districts.
100% of interviews were conducted by text-to-web.
u Interviews were conducted between February 21 — February 25, 2025.
-
@ The margin of error for a sample of this size is +/- 2.5 percentage points at the 95%
level of confidence. The margin of error for subgroups varies and is higher.
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Key Takeaways

Half of battleground constituents and two in three persuadables rate economic issues as one of
the top issues they want Congress to prioritize. More than one in three constituents say they want
Congress to prioritize threats to democracy, while another quarter of constituents want government
spending and debt to be prioritized.

Battleground constituents have net negative opinions about prominent Republicans in
Washington. President Donald Trump, Vice President JD Vance, Speaker Mike Johnson, and Elon Musk
all have net negative favorability ratings. Moreover, Trump's overall job rating and rating on handling the
economy are both underwater.

Constituents in the battleground strongly support many policies supported by Democrats in
Congress, and proactive support outpaces opposing policies supported by Republicans in
Congress. Some of the most supported policies include bringing back manufacturing jobs, protecting
Medicare's ability to negotiate, passing a middle-class tax cut, and banning members of Congress from
trading stocks.
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Economic Issues are Top Priorities for Constituents Overall;
However, Threats to Democracy is the Top Priority for Democrats

Which of the following do you feel is the most important issue that Congress should make a top priority?

15t Choice 2nd Choice Democrats Independents Republicans Persuadables*

Inflation and the cost of living | NG D 50% 29 36 39 45
} Economic 15 19 15 21

63 35 12 31

5 27 46 28

3 14 32 12

17 13 6 13

7 12 17 7

15 8 5 9

17 6 3 9

3 6 10 6

2 7 9 3

7 3 1 5

6 4 2 4

3 4 1 4

6 2 1 0

o e o e e el Somt oo Congres i the 2026 lection, navigating .

For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org/battleground. * battle g rou nd



Vance, Johnson, and Musk All Have Net Negative Favorability
Ratings in Battleground Districts

Please indicate whether you have a very favorable view, somewhat favorable view, somewhat unfavorable view, or very unfavorable
view. If you have never heard of them, or cannot rate them, please indicate that.

Favorable Unfavorable Net Favorable
J-D- Vance 3 -3

o o
Nationwide survey of 1,500 2026 general election voters across 62 battleground districts conducted February 21-25, 2025. naVI g atl ng the
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org/battleground.
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Trump’s Favorability is Underwater in Battleground Districts;
Independents Split Roughly Evenly

Please indicate whether you have a very favorable view, somewhat favorable view, somewhat unfavorable view, or very unfavorable
view. If you have never heard of them, or cannot rate them, please indicate that.

Favorable Unfavorable  Net
Overall YA R -5
D emocrats |1« A -79
Independents .- -2
Republican:s |- 1 ————va  +76
HFeed 4 54 EE
Hispanic - - -6
W hite 510 TN 0
M e 1 . +12
W om e n [ 5 -t 17
Under 55 [ -8
55 and Older 52— -1
Democratic Districts I - -7
Harris-Won GO P I - -7
Trump-Won GOP 110 T
P e rsuadables* I3 —-em -4
@ o
Nationwide survey of 1,500 2026 general election voters across 62 battleground districts conducted February 21-25, 2025. naVI gatl ng the
*"Persuadables” are those who did not choose a Democratic or Republican candidate on who they would likely support for Congress in the 2026 election.

For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org/battleground. * battleg rou nd



Trump’s Overall Job Rating and Economic Handling Are
Both Underwater

Do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is Do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is
handling his job as president? handling the economy?
Approve Disapprove = Net  Approve Disapprove  Net
Overall - -7 I A — V2 -5
Democrats KIYEN 38 5 12 3 -75
Independents |- I — -7 4, 1! O] -4
Republicans VNN Nl +74 N .+
Black INIIEEN I - 7l -6/ I/ W -64
Hispanic EXNNNNN -1 10 I s <10
White IS 2 - -2 49 ] 0] -1
Men 5 —re +7  EF I I - +8
Women E5 NN A -18 N D mmm—m—m—m——e—e -
Under 55 IS I ——-x -7 46 5 o2 -6
55 and Older Y/ e -6 I A — V2 -5
Democratic Districts I I —r -9 I < T -7
Harris-Won GOP 7S et =120 IS/ Immmmmmicnieeeeeeensea ¢
Trump-Won GO P 10 e —1en 0 49 5 49/ 0
Persuadables* Y-S —- e -5 48 1 4/ +1
Nationwide survey of 1,500 2026 general election voters across 62 battleground districts conducted February 21-25, 2025.
*"Persuadables” are those who did not choose a Democratic or Republican candidate on who they would likely support for Congress in the 2026 election. nav' gatl ng the
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Battleground Constituents are Most Concerned About Musk and
Other Billionaires Consolidating Power in Government

Which of the following is the biggest concern for you personally, even if none are exactly right?

Donald Trump and Republicans are Donald Trump and Republicans are making Donald Trump and Republicans
allowing Elon Musk and other unelected massive cuts to programs that people rely  Donald Trump and Republicans are are focused on giveaways and
billionaires to have too much power in on, including Medicaid, veterans’ health enacting policies like tariffs that cutting taxes for billionaires and
the government** care, and childcare programs will raise costs for working people big corporations
Overall El I v e . 43
Democrats I/ —— (3] /| 13
Independents A2 e ey s = 48
Republicans I ONNN. 700 o ] s e 70
Black I I e . 19
Hispanic 7 N iy 2 40
White W2 T . . 44
Men 7 T I e . 51
Women K/ i m ey 35
Under 55 ENII v e - 43
55 and Older W4 N Iy . 43
Democratic Districts I T s . 44
Harris-Won GOP KV, Ty a1 41
Trump-Won GOP E[ I T i e e - 41
Persuadables* E1 N T . - 43
® L]
Nationwide survey of 1,500 2026 general election voters across 62 battleground districts conducted February 21-25, 2025. naVI gatl ng the
*"Persuadables” are those who did not choose a Democratic or Republican candidate on who they would likely support for Congress in the 2026 election. *

**This language was split test with a version excluding Elon Musk which it outperformed. battleg rou nd

For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org/battleground.



Bringing Back Manufacturing, Preserving Medicare Negotiation
Among the Most Impactful Policies of Democrats in Congress

1 00 L L3 L3 o
Lower support/ Democrats in Congress Priorities Higher support/
More important t More important
1
: Incentivize manufacturing
i Ban members of Congress from trading stocks *
1
: ® Preserve Medicare negotiation
o 80 ; ® Middle class tax cuts
= : e First time homebuyer assistance
=
g : e Crack down on predatory landlords
O e m e o __ Lo _______s®_Preventoverdraftfeeincreases __ ____________.
t‘.:) Stop the weaponization of government e I
1
L ® Stop Medicare cuts !
° ! .l1e . .
o 60 Protect government programs Stand up to efforts to cut taxes for billionaires and large corporations
g' : ® Protect personal data I
_— 1
Oppose tariffs I
1
o Stop mass deportation :
Lower support/ : Higher support/
Less important I Less important
40 : N
40 60 Support RafINS 80 100
® L
Nationwide survey of 1,500 2026 general election voters across 62 battleground districts conducted February 21-25, 2025. naVI g atl ng the
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org/battleground.
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Bringing Back Manufacturing and Banning Members of Congress
From Trading Stocks Have Significant Bipartisan Appeal

Proactively Framed Policies: Average Support/Importance Dems Inds Reps Pers*
Create incentives for companies to bring
United States
Pass a law banning members of Congress 89 90 92 84
from trading stocks
Protect the requirement that Medicare
for cheaper prescription drugs
Make it easier for first time homebuyers to 78
buy a home 90 77 67 77
Pass a law that prevents Wall Street banks
from increasing overdraft fees on people's_ 89 71 62 69
checking accounts
Pass a law cracking down on predatory
landlords who jack up people's rents 21 71 61 72

without justification

o o
Nationwide survey of 1,500 2026 general election voters across 62 battleground districts conducted February 21-25, 2025. naVI g atl ng the

*"Persuadables” are those who did not choose a Democratic or Republican candidate on who they would likely support for Congress in the 2026 election.

For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org/battleground. * battleg rou nd



Standing Up to the Trump Administration’s Mass Deportation
Efforts Has Little Support Outside of Democrats

Stopping Republicans Policies: Average Support/Importance Dems Inds Reps Pers*

Prevent the Executive Branch from
weaponizing the government to attack 67 93 66 39 70
groups who they disagree with politically
Stop the Trump Administration from

cutting funding to Medicaid 62 %3 63 30 69

Stand up to efforts to cut taxes for

billionaires and large corporations 89 58 31 62

Prevent Elon Musk from having access to
Americans' personal data

Stand up to Elon Musk's efforts to
eliminate the government programs that 5 90 54 20 59
people rely on

5 92 55 22 62

Oppose the tariffs on goods from

Mexico, Canada and China 54 89 51 22 54

Stand up to the Trump Administration's
mass deportation efforts for migrants
living in the United States illegally

o o
Nationwide survey of 1,500 2026 general election voters across 62 battleground districts conducted February 21-25, 2025. naVI g atl ng the

*"Persuadables” are those who did not choose a Democratic or Republican candidate on who they would likely support for Congress in the 2026 election.

For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org/battleground. * battleg rou nd
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Policies from Democrats in Congress Are More Popular When
Framed Proactively Rather Than Framed as Stopping Republicans

100 -

Policies Framed as Proactive Policies

80

60 ~

40 -

20 ~

0 -

NET SUPPORT:

Nationwide survey of 1,500 2026 general election voters across 62 battleground districts conducted February 21-25, 2025.

W Support

Overall Independents

+74 +71

For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org/battleground.

Policies Framed as Stopping Republican Actions

m Oppose

Overall Independents
+19 +11
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Battleground Constituents Narrowly Prefer Democrats in Congress
Stand Up to the Trump Administration

Which of the following is more important for Democrats in Congress to be focused on?

Standing up to the Trump administration when they Working with the Trump administration to St g-et U
abuse power and engage in corruption pass policies that lower costs for Americans anding Up
Overall 5 4 +6
Democrats K 13 +71
Independents I S - N -1
Republicans [KVAN—— 8 -58
Black WA 7 L 13] +66
Hispanic I 9 e +7
Whewde ;s ___________________________4/ +2
M e TN 5 7 -9
WV ormien N 5 1 +19
Undeer 55 [ T [ OOy +11
55 and O lder [N 5| Y A +2
Democratic Districts H N 6 T mm—————————wE. +8
Harris-Won GOP +16
Trump-WW on GO P [ 4 T E———y +1
Persuadables* I —— 9 - _________________________________________4// -2
@ o
Nationwide survey of 1,500 2026 general election voters across 62 battleground districts conducted February 21-25, 2025. naVI gatl ng the
*"Persuadables” are those who did not choose a Democratic or Republican candidate on who they would likely support for Congress in the 2026 election.

For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org/battleground. * battleg rou nd



Appendix: Congressional Districts Included In Sample

Dem Incumbent Rep Incumbent - Rep Incumbent -
Harris Trump

CA-09 MI-03 NY-22 NE-02 AK-01 MI-10

CA-13 MI-08 OH-01 NY-17 AZ-01 MT-01

CA-21 MN-02 OH-09 PA-01 AZ-06 NJ-07

CA-27 NC-01 OH-13 CA-22 NY-01

CA-47 NH-01 OR-05 CA-40 NY-02

CA-49 NM-02 OR-06 CA-41 PA-07

CT-05 NV-03 PA-17 CO-03 PA-08

IL-13 NV-04 TX-28 CO-08 VA-02

IL-17 NY-03 TX-34 FL-13 WI-01

IN-01 NY-04 VA-07 1A-01 WI-03

KS-03 NY-18 WA-03 IA-03

ME-02 NY-19 WA-08 MI-07 . .

For mors Ifo, iek navigatoressasch org/battoground. 7 Cesround dsticts condcted February 21:25, 2025 navi gat' Ng :ne
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About Navigator and Navigating the Battleground For Press inquiries contact:

In a world where the news cycle is the length of a tweet, our leaders often lack the real-time public-sentiment press@navigatorresearch.org
analysis to shape the best approaches to talking about the issues that matter the most. Navigator is designed to '

act as a consistent, flexible, responsive tool to inform policy debates by conducting research and reliable .
guidance to inform allies, elected leaders, and the press. Navigating the Battleground is a project designed to To learn more about Navigator
understand messaging nuances in dlﬁe'rent types o.f battleg‘round geographies, qul by po||§t§rs from Impact . or Navigating the

Research along with an advisory committee, including: Jessica Floyd, The Hub Project; Christina Reynolds; Mike
Podhorzer, AFL-CIO; Jesse Ferguson, progressive strategist; Navin Nayak, Center for American Progress Action
Fund; Stephanie Valencia, EquisLabs; and Melanie Newman, Planned Parenthood Action Fund.

Battleground:

http://navigatorresearch.org

@NavigatorSurvey on Twitter

About the Study

Impact Research conducted public opinion surveys among a sample of 1,500 likely 2026 general election voters
from February 21 - 25, 2025. The survey was conducted by text-to-web (100 percent). Respondents were verified
against a voter file and special care was taken to ensure the demographic composition of our sample matched
that of the 62 congressional districts included in the sample across a variety of demographic variables. The
margin of error for the full sample at the 95 percent level of confidence is +/- 2.5 percentage points. The margin
for error for subgroups varies and is higher.
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