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Key Takeaways:
• Veterans/active-duty service members and their families identify as Republicans more than 

non-veteran/active-duty families.

• While important to Americans regardless of military status, veterans/active-duty service 
members feel especially connected to their personal identity as Americans and feel 
particularly proud and hopeful about being an American.

• Both veteran/active-duty and non-veteran/active-duty families strongly believe you can both 
criticize and love your country, and all groups value freedom, rights, independence, justice, 
and liberty.

• In addition to rights and freedoms and founding documents, the military makes 
veterans/active-duty service members and their families especially proud to be American, 
and images of a veterans’ cemetery and a veteran’s homecoming are seen as deeply 
patriotic.
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Overall

Veterans/active-duty service members

Veteran/active-duty family, 
pre-9/11 service

Veteran/active-duty family, 
post-9/11 service

Non-veteran/active-duty family

A Majority of Veterans/Active-Duty Service Members Identify as 
Republican, More Than Non-Vet/Active-Duty Families
A majority of veterans/active-duty service members self-identify as Republicans (R+20), while more Americans who are not 
veterans/active-duty and do not have family members who are either say they are Democrats (D+5). 

When it comes to politics, do you generally think of yourself as a…

RepublicanIndependentDemocrat

45

37

43

39

46

12

6

9

11

13

43

57

48

50

41

“Veterans/active-duty” are defined as those who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military. “Veteran/active-duty families” are defined as those 
who personally are/those with immediate family who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military.
Nationwide survey of 2,000 registered voters conducted May 27-June 1, 2026. 
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org.
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Overall

Veterans/active-duty 
service members

Veteran/active-duty 
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How important is being an American to your personal identity?

Not important

Being an American Is Intensely Important to Vets/Active-Duty, and 
They Feel Particular Pride and Hope About Being an American

Total 
Important

88

96

90

87

Very 
important

Somewhat 
important 49%

46
44
32
31
30
27
25
23
21
20
12

% top four describes how 
it feels to be American

Hopeful

Proud

Frustrated

Discouraged

Anxious

Lucky

Ashamed

Inspired

Angry

Satisfied

Excited

Indifferent

Vet/Active-Duty Family
Veterans/

Active-Duty Yes No
52 49 49
59 51 44
37 44 45
25 30 33
19 30 31
38 32 29
24 28 27
28 26 25
22 23 23
24 21 21
27 21 20
11 10 12

Below is a list of words. Please indicate which four best 
describe how you feel about being an American today.

“Veterans/active-duty” are defined as those who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military. “Veteran/active-duty families” are defined as those 
who personally are/those with immediate family who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military.
Nationwide survey of 2,000 registered voters conducted May 27-June 1, 2026. 
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org.

Americans Overall
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Military and Non-Military Families Alike Value Speaking Out

You can question America’s leaders and still love your country.

Feeling free to speak out when you feel 
America is getting it wrong is a good thing.

America is at its best when we help our neighbors.

America is at its best when it takes care of its most vulnerable.

I would rather live in America than anywhere else in the world.

America’s history should be celebrated, even with its flaws.

America is at its best when we 
celebrate each other’s differences.

Seeing the American flag makes me feel proud.

Below is a list of statements. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with each one.
Total Strongly Agree

Veterans/
Active-Duty

Vet/Active-Duty Family

Yes No

73 74 67

68 66 60

59 60 57

56 58 55

71 59 55

66 60 52

51 55 54

66 59 49

69

62

58

56

56

55

54

52

26

29

35

35

25

34

35

29

9

7

9

19

11

11

19

Strongly agree DisagreeSomewhat agree

“Veterans/active-duty” are defined as those who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military. “Veteran/active-duty families” are defined as those 
who personally are/those with immediate family who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military.
Nationwide survey of 2,000 registered voters conducted May 27-June 1, 2026. 
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org.
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More Than Americans Overall, Veterans/Active-Duty Feel Strongly 
U.S. Is Greatest Country in the World, Feel Fully Accepted 

America is the greatest country in the world.

I feel like people like me are fully accepted as American.

In America, if you work hard, you can get ahead.

America is a work in progress but 
I'm proud of how far we have come.

New immigrants strengthen America.

America is losing its traditional culture and identity.

America is a Christian nation.

Below is a list of statements. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with each one. Total Strongly Agree
Veterans/

Active-Duty
Vet/Active-Duty Family

Yes No

56 49 47

61 54 45

42 40 36

45 39 36

35 34 32

34 32 30

34 28 24

47

47

37

36

32

31

25

28

33

37

41

36

38

36

25

20

26

23

32

31

39

Strongly agree DisagreeSomewhat agree

“Veterans/active-duty” are defined as those who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military. “Veteran/active-duty families” are defined as those 
who personally are/those with immediate family who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military.
Nationwide survey of 2,000 registered voters conducted May 27-June 1, 2026. 
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org.
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Most Important Values Across Military Status: Freedom, Rights, 
Independence, Justice, Liberty

Freedom
Rights

Independence
Justice
Liberty
Family

Equality
Opportunity
Democracy

Helping others
Personal responsibility

Hard work
Community
Innovation
Patriotism

Diversity
Tolerance

Faith

Below is a list of values. Please indicate how important each value is to what being an American means to you personally.
Total Extremely Important (9-10)

Veterans/
Active-Duty

Vet/Active-Duty Family
Pre-9/11 Post-9/11 No

88 85 84 81
77 77 80 72
83 77 73 69
76 72 74 66
76 78 76 64
70 68 68 65
67 66 76 64
72 65 65 62
77 63 62 62
63 62 73 60
73 63 61 58
68 63 60 55
60 53 58 52
63 56 51 49
64 56 58 48
56 50 53 50
54 46 53 48
48 42 46 45

82
74
71
68
67
66
65
64
63
61
59
57
53
51
51
50
48
45

14
21

24
27

26
24
26
30

25
33

34
36

39
40

31
34
36

28

4
5
5
5
7

10
9
6

12
6
7
7
8
9

18
16
16
27

Extremely 
important (9-10) Not important (1-5)

Somewhat 
important (6-8)

“Veterans/active-duty” are defined as those who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military. “Veteran/active-duty families” are defined as those 
who personally are/those with immediate family who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military.
Nationwide survey of 2,000 registered voters conducted May 27-June 1, 2026. 
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org.
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Veterans/Active-Duty Most Associate the Democratic Party With 
Diversity, Tolerance, Helping Others, Equality, Community

Diversity
Equality

Helping others
Tolerance

Democracy
Community

Rights
Justice

Opportunity
Freedom

Liberty
Innovation

Independence
Family

Personal responsibility
Hard work
Patriotism

Faith

Below is a list of values. Please indicate which party you associate more with each one. Net Associate With Democratic Party
Veterans/

Active-Duty
Vet/Active-Duty Family

Overall Pre-9/11 Post-9/11 No
+34 +37 +39 +32 +33
+21 +9 +20 +21 +23
+20 +10 +19 +16 +22
+18 +13 +15 +14 +19
+16 -4 +8 +2 +20
+12 +3 +11 +8 +12
+10 -1 +6 0 +13
+4 -5 +1 -2 +6
+2 -16 -1 -11 +4
+1 -12 -2 -14 +5
+1 -10 -1 -14 +3
0 -11 -2 -12 +2
-2 -17 -12 -17 +1
-3 -15 -8 -28 0
-6 -17 -13 -19 -3
-6 -16 -13 -26 -4

-15 -24 -18 -35 -14
-23 -32 -25 -43 -21

51
42
42
42
41
36
38
34
32
33
32
27
30
29
27
26
23
17

16
18
18

13
18

21
18

17
21
19
20

22
21
24

18
23

23
19

10
13
13

15
11
13

11
13
12

11
12
17
12
10

16
13

11
17

6
6
5

6
5
6

5
6
5

5
5

7
5
5

6
6

5
7

17
21
22
24
25
24
28
30
30
32
31
27
32
32
33
32
38
40

The Democratic 
party The Republican party

Both 
equally Neither

Not 
sure

“Veterans/active-duty” are defined as those who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military. “Veteran/active-duty families” are defined as those 
who personally are/those with immediate family who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military.
Nationwide survey of 2,000 registered voters conducted May 27-June 1, 2026. 
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org.
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Below is a list of things. Please select the five that make you most proud to be an American.

61%
55
41
38
37
34
34
21
18
16
16
15
13
13
9
9
6

% top five make most proud to be an American

The Military Makes Veterans/Active-Duty Families Especially 
Proud to Be American, Alongside Rights and Founding Docs
While 37% of Americans overall say the military is one of the top five things that makes them most proud to be an American, 57% of 
veterans/active-duty service members say the same.

Rights and freedoms in the U.S.
The Constitution, Bill of Rights, and Declaration of Independence

America’s history
The American Dream

The American military
American national parks and natural beauty

America’s diversity
American music

American sports teams
American tech and innovation

America’s small businesses
American movies

America’s space program
The American economy

Upward mobility in the U.S.
The American political system

America’s business leadership around the world

Veterans/
Active-Duty

Vet/Active-Duty Family

Pre-9/11 Post-9/11 No
59 63 58 61
59 60 51 54
38 38 34 42
33 34 39 38
57 52 41 33
32 36 35 33
33 34 35 34
15 21 21 21
15 16 24 19
26 18 16 16
16 16 17 15
13 11 13 16
14 13 14 14
16 13 16 12
10 10 11 9
11 9 10 9
11 7 5 5

“Veterans/active-duty” are defined as those who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military. “Veteran/active-duty families” are defined as those 
who personally are/those with immediate family who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military.
Nationwide survey of 2,000 registered voters conducted May 27-June 1, 2026. 
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org.
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Below is a list of events that have happened over the last 250 years of U.S. history. Please select the five that make you most proud to be an American.

57%
54
48
47
42
37
31
30
20
18
17
16
12
10

% top five make most proud to be an American

Americans Across Military Status Proudest of Abolition of 
Slavery, Founding Documents

The abolition of slavery
The signing of the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and Bill of Rights

Firefighters and first responders saving Americans on 9/11
The expansion of voting rights to include women and Americans of color

The Civil Rights movement
Victory in World War II

The election of the first Black president
The American Revolution

The legalization of same-sex marriage
The development of the internet

**The moon landing in 1969/***The recent Artemis II space mission
The end of the Cold War and the dissolution of the USSR

The overturning of Roe v. Wade
The Confederate states seceding from the Union during the Civil War over states’ rights

Veterans/
Active-
Duty

Vet/Active-Duty Family
Pre-
9/11

Post-
9/11 No

63 57 52 57
63 60 52 52
46 51 52 46
46 52 49 46
36 43 38 42
46 40 36 36
24 28 28 32
40 30 33 29
11 17 18 21
16 15 24 19
22 19 15 17
23 15 18 17
11 11 12 13
9 9 12 11

**/*** Indicates split sample. 24% of 
Americans say the moon landing 
makes them proud, and 10% say the 
Artemis II mission makes them proud.

“Veterans/active-duty” are defined as those who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military. “Veteran/active-duty families” are defined as those 
who personally are/those with immediate family who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military.
Nationwide survey of 2,000 registered voters conducted May 27-June 1, 2026. 
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org.

For veterans/active-duty (46% make most proud) and pre-9/11 service families (40%), victory in WWII is also a top historical moment.
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Veterans’ Cemetery and a Veteran’s Homecoming Seen as Deeply 
Patriotic Across Military Status
Below is a series of images. On a scale of 1 to 10, where 10 means very patriotic and 1 means not patriotic at all, please indicate how patriotic 
you think each one is. (Top 5 of 9)

Credit: Shutterstock/Orhan Cam Credit: Shutterstock/Ungvar Credit: Shutterstock/Monkey Business Images Credit: Shutterstock/Gorodenkoff Credit: Shutterstock/Roberto Galan

Total Very Patriotic (9-10)

Overall 75 72 71 59 54

Veterans/active-duty 
service members 81 73 75 68 54

Veteran/active-duty family, 
pre-9/11 service 80 73 78 66 58

Veteran/active-duty family, 
post-9/11 service 78 68 78 61 54

Non-veteran/active-duty family 73 73 69 57 53
“Veterans/active-duty” are defined as those who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military. “Veteran/active-duty families” are defined as those 
who personally are/those with immediate family who are veterans or active-duty members of the U.S. military.
Nationwide survey of 2,000 registered voters conducted May 27-June 1, 2026. 
For more info, visit navigatorresearch.org.
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About Navigator
In a world where the news cycle is the length of a tweet, our leaders often lack the real-time public-sentiment 
analysis to shape the best approaches to talking about the issues that matter the most. Navigator is designed to 
act as a consistent, flexible, responsive tool to inform policy debates by conducting research and reliable 
guidance to inform allies, elected leaders, and the press. Navigator is a project led by pollsters from Global 
Strategy Group and GBAO.

For Press inquiries contact:

press@navigatorresearch.org 

To learn more about Navigator: 

http://navigatorresearch.org 

@NavigatorSurvey on Twitter

About the Study
Global Strategy Group conducted a public opinion survey among a sample of 2,000 registered voters from May 
27-June 1, 2026. 242 interviews were conducted among Hispanic voters. 285 interviews were conducted among 
African American voters. 137 interviews were conducted among Asian American and Pacific Islander voters. 234 
interviews were conducted among independent voters. The survey was conducted online, recruiting 
respondents from an opt-in online panel vendor. Respondents were verified against a voter file and special care 
was taken to ensure the demographic composition of our sample matched that of the national registered voter 
population across a variety of demographic variables. The margin of error for the full sample at the 95 percent 
level of confidence is +/- 2.2 percentage points. The margin of error for subgroups varies and is higher.

mailto:press@navigatorresearch.org
http://navigatorresearch.org/
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